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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 2334 

E.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRGUK 

SUFJECT: TRANSFER OF IRRADIATED FUEL ELEMENTS FOR 
REPROCESSING 

REF: STATE 1 1339, MADRID 437, LONDON 902, LONDON 502 

1 . LETTER FROM MICHAEL J. WILMSHURST, JOINT NUCLEAR 
SECTION. ENERGY DEPARTMENT, FCO, FROVIDES HMG COMMENTS 
ON SIEVERING LETTERS TO SPAAK ON TRANSFER TO THE UK OF 
SPANIS AND JAPANESE FUEL. AS NOTED IN HIS LETTER 
WILMSHURST WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE AS TO WHETHER 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES SHARE HMG'S UNDERSTANDING 

OF TWO POINTS MADE IN SIEVERING LETTER. 

2. TEXT OF LETTER TO EMBASSY ENERGY ATTACHE FROM 
WILMSHURST FOLLOWS: 

"REPROCESSING OF US FUEL 

"ON 6 JANUARY YOU LEFT WITH ME COPIES OF LETTERS WHICH 
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MR. SIEVERING, THE ASSISTAND ADMINISTRATOR FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS OF ERCA, WROTE TO MR. SPAAK, HEAD OF 
THE EUROPEAN COMMISION OFFICE IN WASHINGTON, ON 30 
DECEMBER GIVING APPROVAL FOR THE TRANSFER TO THE UK 
FROM SPAIN AND JAPAN OF IRRADIATED FUEL FOR REPROCESSING. 

" WE HAVE CONSIDERED THE TERMS OF MR. SIEVERING'S LETTER 
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VERY CAREFULLY AND HAVE DISCUSSED IT WITH FRENCH OFFI- 
CIALS, AS MR. SIEVERING WROTE SIMILARLY ON THE SAME 
DATE ABOUT THE TRANSFER OF IRRADIATED FUEL FROM SWITZER- 
LAND TO FRANCE. THERE ARE TWO POINTS IN THE LETTER ON 
WHICH WE THOUGHT IT DESIRABLE TO CONFIRM OUR UNDER- 
STANDING; IF IT SEEMED DESIRABLE WE WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO DISCUSS THEM WITH APPROPRIATE US OFFICIALS, TOGETHER 
WITH APPROPRIATE FRENCH OFFICIALS. 

"THE FIRST POINT CONCERNS THE CONDITION THAT ERDA SHOULD 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPROVE ALL USE OR TANSFER OF RECOV- 
ERED SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE US GOVERNMENT WISHES TO BE CONSULTED THROUGH 
NORMAL MB 10 PROCEDURE ABOUT ANY TRANSFER TO A NON- 
NUCLEAR-WEAPON STATE, BUT WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT IT 
WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS GUIDELINES 
FOR PRIOR APPROVAL FOR USE IN THE UK (OR FRANCE) TO BE 
REQUIRED. 

"SECONDLY WE UNDERSTAND THE FINAL PAPRGRAPH OF THE 
LETTER TO MEAN THAT THERE WOULD BE NO QUESTION OF THE 
US GOVERNMENT WITHDRAWING AT A FUTURE DATE APPROVAL FOR 
REPROCESSING WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN. 

"PERHAPS YOU WOULD LET ME KNOW IF OUR UNDERSTANDING ON 
THESE POINTS IS SHARED IN WASHINGTON." 

ARMSTRONG 
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